
ages 55++
1. Remem

ber to alw
ays handl

e creatur
es

carefully.
Learn abo

ut and avo
id

creatures
 that are

 poisonous
 or

dangerous
such as sc

orpions, b
ees,

wasps, hor
nets, mosq

uitoes, bla
ck

widows, an
d brown r

ecluse spi
ders.

2. Once yo
u’ve captu

red a crea
ture, look

through th
e sliding m

agnifier to
 get a 

better vie
w. You can

 also deta
ch the 

lens to stu
dy creatur

es without
 actually

catching t
hem.

3. Release
 the creat

ure after 
you’ve had

enough tim
e to view i

t. Try to p
ut it 

back exac
tly where 

you found
 it.

4. Keep yo
ur BBuugg  PPaa

ttrrooll out of
 direct

sunlight.

Creature Viewing Tips

RReemmiinnddeerr::  BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  rreelleeaassee  eeaacchh
ccrreeaattuurree  bbaacckk  iinnttoo  tthhee  wwiilldd  wwhheerree  yyoouu
ffoouunndd  iitt  oonnccee  yyoouu  hhaavvee  oobbsseerrvveedd  aanndd
iiddeennttiiffiieedd  ii tt!!          
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Catching c
reatures c

an be a lot
 of fun!

Interestin
g critters

 can be fo
und in you

r

backyard,
 garden, s

chool yard
, an open

field, vaca
nt lot, pon

d, stream,
 rocky are

a,

in the woo
ds—even i

nside your
 house!  

There are
 millions o

f small, in
teresting

creatures
 on Earth.

 The majo
rity of the

ones you c
atch will p

robably fa
ll into one

of three g
roups: Ins

ects, Arac
hnids, or

Crustacea
ns. Use th

is chart to
 identify

the group
 to which 

your creat
ure belong

s.

GGrroouupp NNuummbbee rr  ooff NNuummbbeerr  ooff PPaa iirrss  ooff

LLeeggss
BBooddyy  PPaa rrtt ss AAnntt eennnnaa ee

Insects
6

3
1

Arachnids 8
2

none

Crustaceans 10 or more 2 or more 2

Where to Find Creatures

Identifying Creatures

Creature Chart

Arachnids include scorpions, spiders, and
daddy-long-legs. Most of them have poison

glands, stingers, or fangs which they use to

protect themselves and kill their prey. Only

a few scorpions and spiders are harmful to

humans; most help us by eating insect pests.

Most crustaceans are small and live in
oceans, lakes, and streams. Some, like 
the sow bugs, live on land in damp areas.
They all have a hard outer covering.

Arachnids

Crustaceans

Insects have been around for a long, long
time—probably more than 300 million years!
There are more than 10 million different
types of insects on Earth.  Below are pictures
of some of insects from a few of the major
insect groups.

Insects

Learn mor
e about th

e creature
s you catc

h

by search
ing them o

nline or fi
nding book

s

about the
m at the l

ibrary. Be
 sure to k

eep

a list of th
e creature

s you catc
h, includin

g

drawing pi
ctures of 

each one.
True Bugs

Dragonflies 
and Damselflies

Grasshoppers 
and Crickets

Beetles

Flies and Gnats

Butterflies
and Moths


